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“Gathering up the fragments that nothing may be lost.” 

THROUGH THE DESERT 
This has been an unusual year that we will be 

talking about for a long time. The day-timers we 
bought in January seem useless now, yet the world 
has been traveling at a break-neck pace, with no 
clear idea where we are headed. Sometimes we 
need to take time to take a deep breath and assess 
what is of value. 

In Exodus, the children of Israel were slaves of 
the Egyptians. For 400 years, they concentrated on 
existing from day to day as a submissive nation and 
had long forgotten the Lord their God. God, howev-
er, had not forgotten them, and to wanted get their 
attention and instruct them as to what their pur-
pose in life was.  To do this, He needed to eliminate 
the distractions that lured them away from His in-
structions.  God removed the Israelites from Egypt, 
and led the multitude through the Sinai Desert to-
ward a land flowing with milk and honey.  He was 
with them day and night, and  provided for their 
every need.  

God taught the Israelites, through Moses, which 
situations would be harmful to them, and which 
ones would be in accordance with His plan for their 
lives. When God commanded them to take posses-
sion of the promised land, they refused. The whole 

camp wandered for 40 years, until the last of the 
generation that denied God had perished. That is a 
long time to live in a waste land.   

  Covid-19 has led us into a present-day desert, 
resulting for a time in our world closing, with all but 
essential services available.  Our daily plans of em-
ployment, socialization, entertainment, education, 
relaxation, etc. were all eliminated from our sched-
ules.  The pandemic had serious consequences to 
our health and that of our loved ones.  We have 
had time to reflect on our lives and what was pro-
foundly important and not on the routines that we 
were all following. 

The world we knew has changed and we will 
not be going back to the way we were.  Just as the 
Israelites were not going to return to Egypt, our 
lives have been changed forever.  Business transac-
tions are occurring on-line and focused on a cash-
less society to avoid handling cash. People are 
working from home and eating more at home 
which creates an environment that facilitates more 
family time.  Church services have been streaming 
on the internet to avoid large groups gathering, 
which has caused some difficulties and some op-
portunities.  We all miss the meeting to worship as 
a group but having churches online has opened 
doors all over the world to the gospel.  I have 
talked to many pastors that have said that they are 
receiving emails from people from around the 
world asking for information about their services.   

(cont. pg2) 

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be 
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake 
you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 
Deuteronomy 31:8 



 

 

It’s been a while since 
our last operations 
update, and even 
though  most of 
that time was spent 

in lockdown (we 
were closed from late 

March until nearly August), 
we were able to get a few containers shipped! 

While we were unable to leave home here in 
Ontario, Our Western Representative, Allen 
Armbruster, was able to coordinate 16,600 lbs. 
of Christian books to be shipped from Alberta 
to Zambia. This was another joint effort with 
Beautiful Feet ministries, and the container 
with books also held thousands of pounds of 
dehydrated soup mix from the Prairie Gleaners.  

Once we were back in the warehouse here, we 
sent out two containers in short order. In mid-
August, 20,800 lbs. of Christian materials were 
shipped to Uganda (via the USA). Early Septem-
ber saw  27,195 lbs. of materials on their way to 
India.   

2020 has been a tough year for coordinating 

shipments, and we are very grateful that God 
has opened up paths for the materials we have 
sent. There are still significant roadblocks to be 
maneuvered for shipping; backed up rail lines, 
port closures, and slow customs clearing are the 
current hurdles. We know, however, that all 
things are accomplished in His good time, and 
that every delay is made for a reason. 

It turns out that a great many people took ad-
vantage of all this spare time to pare down their 
libraries, and we’ve been stuffed to the gills 
many times over the past two months! We have 
recently been able to allow a (very) limited 
number of volunteers sorters and packers back 
into the warehouse. These men and women 
have helped tremendously with clearing our 
warehouse!  

Please continue keep CSM and the missions it 
ships materials to in your pray-
ers. The world needs the Word 
of God even more these days, 
and needs the light of Chris-
tians to shine the light on that 
Word!  

MISSION NEWS 

What’s going 
on at CSM? 

Cont. from pg1 
May this time be used by all of us to reconnect with God and have a chance to share this relation-

ship with others.  Churches are starting to reopen, and we are all praying for the opportunity to meet 
again in corporate worship, praise, and song.  At CSM we ae beginning to reopen slowly to be protec-
tive of our volunteers, and we pray that we can get back to processing material in different manners 
to be able to handle more resources that are needed all over the world.   

 As churches and other Christian organizations begin to reopen, we are looking for a surge of mate-
rial that will be coming into the warehouse that has been held up for the last six months.  We have 
been given the opportunity of sharing God’s word all over the world and the need continues to in-
crease, showing a hunger for God’s word.  Currently we have applications from Ghana, India, Uganda, 
Myanmar, and Fiji just to name what has been presented at the last board meeting. 

Dennis Cheredar,  
CSM Board Chairman 
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New and Retiring Volunteers 
Whether you’re stuck at home or not, life goes on! We are so very grateful and happy to announce a 
new coordinator located in Moncton, New Brunswick, Mr. Gordon Horsman. 

We are also grateful and happy (but a little sad, too) to announce the following retirements: 

John & Kathleen Branston of Port Colborne, Ontario (volunteers for 11 years) 

Robert Legault of Burlington, Ontario  (volunteer for 4 years) 

Richard Staub  of Winnipeg, Manitoba  (volunteer for 2 years) 

We hope God blesses you richly and know He sent you to CSM to accomplish some very important 
work!  CSM wouldn’t get much done without our volunteers who pickup and deliver the donated books 
and materials.  

If you are interested in helping out CSM, either in the warehouse, or as an area representative, please 
get in touch with our office to find out how to volunteer. 
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IMPORTANT UPDATES 
Warehouse Update 
It seems people have spent their time at home cleaning out 
their libraries. There also looks to be a trend by many 
churches in paring down, or eliminating totally, their librar-
ies.  

When CSM’s warehouse re-opened in the middle of July, 
the first order of business was to work through the backlog 
of books that had built up over our long absence. With new 
warehouse procedures in place, we’ve been able to safely 
bring in new (to us) materials. Our area coordinators and 
drop-off locations have certainly been happy to be able to 
send in materials again. Most of them were full to bursting! 

In the weeks since we’ve been open, we have sent two 
truckload for a total of over 48,000 lbs. of books, and have 
another shipment scheduled very soon.   

It is our hope that local health conditions stay such that we 
can continue sending these very important materials. Peo-
ple need hope so very much right now, and we know God’s 
Word will give them that! 
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December 21, 2020 -
January 1, 2021 
Christmas Closure 
CSM’s office and warehouse will be 
closed.  

3-120 Lancing Drive 

Hamilton, ON L8W 3A1    

Phone: 905-574-3334 

Email: info@csmcanada.org 
 

www.csmcanada.org 
 

                  @csmcanadainc 

Warehouse Hours: 

M-F 9:00am - 3:00 pm 

Office Hours 

M-Th 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Upcoming Dates 

CSM’s regular loading crew – staying safe and healthy after loading up 
27,915 lbs of materials headed for India. 

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES CSM’S WORK POSSIBLE 
100% of the funding CSM Canada uses to send Bibles and Christian books to people needing them comes 
from our generous supporters. Whether through financial donations or the sale of donated stamps, we 
cannot complete this important work without your help. Thank you for your continued support!   
To find the closest location to donate Christian reading materials, please call our office or visit our web-
site at www.csmcanada.org/give-books . 
Financial donations to CSM area greatly appreciated. Yearly donations totaling over $25 will be issued an 
income tax receipt at year end. 
Donations by cheque or money order can be directly mailed to CSM Canada.  Credit card donations can 
be placed through our website at www.csmcanada.org/donate.      
Charitable Registration No. 88829 8031RR0001 


